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Course Syllabus & Policies for Language Arts 1
Mrs. Dargavel
gdargavel@cnusd.k12.ca.us

Introduction

Hello parents and students, and welcome to the 2014-2015 academic year! It is truly my pleasure to be your English teacher. The focus of Language Arts 1 is to develop the students’ abilities to use the writing process in response to a literature-based curriculum, using both fiction and expository texts.  The course will integrate reading, writing, listening, speaking, research, and technology into lessons, exercises, and assessments, thereby assisting students in mastering the California State English/Language Arts Standards and also in passing the required California High School Exit Exam sophomore year.  

You can look up any pertinent information, such as this syllabus, daily agenda, and downloads for all handouts and PowerPoints used in class, on my teacher webpage. The address is http://www.mrsdargavel.weebly.com.
Expectations & Classroom Behavior






There are five simple rules to ensure that students have a safe and effective learning environment.

1. Respect ALL people and property

2. Follow directions

3. Come to class on time and be in your seat when the bell rings.
4. Be prepared to work and stay on task.
5. Respect the right to learn and do not engage in side conversations.
Plagiarism:  Any student caught plagiarizing will receive a “0” on the ENTIRE assignment, regardless of how much was actually plagiarized. Parents will be contacted and a referral written.  It is my goal to teach students to be responsible for creating and developing their own work and ideas.  This is considered a serious offense and I want to encourage students to seek my help if they are unsure whether or not they are committing this mistake.

Cell Phone/Electronic Device Policy
The use of cell phones and electronic devices will negatively affect your participation grade.  It is district policy that these devices MUST be turned OFF during class time.  If a student uses their device during class they will receive a detention and risk it being taken away. Repeated use warrants a parent conference and consequent referrals to the assistant principal. 
Materials Needed Daily
These items must be brought to class every day. Detention may be given for failure to comply.

1. Textbook (unless teacher notifies in advance) and/or current core work

2. 3 ring binder with 6 dividers and all class notes/handouts
3. Lined paper, pencil and eraser, black/blue/red pens, highlighters (green, yellow, pink, and blue)
4. Silent reading book (appropriate content and high school reading level)
Homework and Absences
Homework is an integral part of this course, therefore, it is necessary that students have their homework completed on the day it is due. Late work will ONLY be accepted for partial credit the NEXT CLASS DAY. If there is an extenuating circumstance or family emergency that prevents you from completing your homework, please let me know.
Your attendance and participation are a vital component of your success and final grade.  It is your responsibility to initiate make-up work when you are absent.  You will have the number of days absent to make up work (e.g., 2 days absent = 2 days to make up work), as long as it is an excused absence. This DOES NOT APPLY TO PROJECTS/ESSAYS; a specific date is given for those and cannot be altered. All makeup assignments must include your name, period, title of the assignment, and the date of the absence. Please label it “ABSENT WORK” for full credit when you return to class and hand it in. Students will not receive credit for assignments they fail to complete due to an absence after their absence “grace” period. Remember, you can always check the class website to see what was done in class and download/print all handouts.
Grading Scale
Quarter and semester grades will be based on outside reading, class work, homework, and assessments (including essays, projects, speeches, quizzes, and tests). Student grades will be updated on Parent Connect every 3-4 weeks.

Assessments= 50%     Homework/Classwork= 40%     Participation/Citizenship= 10%

Grading Scale:

A= 90% to 100%

B= 80% to 89%

C= 70% to 79%

D= 60% to 69%

F= Below 59.9%


Restroom Policy
Each student will receive a restroom pass at the beginning of the school year. There are four opportunities to use the restroom per semester with no penalty. After the fourth time the student may choose to use the restroom but will incur a detention each time. If the pass can be turned in at the end of the semester with no signatures on it they will receive extra credit.
Teacher Schedule and Assistance
I will be available to help students before school in Room E203, however, please check with me before planning to arrive early for help.  I am also available to parents for phone or classroom conferences with advance notice.  Please contact me by email to set up an appointment. If you'd prefer to contact me by phone, please call (951) 738-2100 x1553. I look forward to working with you and to having a successful year.  Please return the following acknowledgement that students and parents have read this syllabus and have discussed it together.
Sincerely,

Mrs. Guadalupe Dargavel

Language Arts

Eleanor Roosevelt High School
I have read the course outline and discussed it with my child.  I understand that my son/daughter and I are responsible for the information contained in the syllabus.
Parent/Guardian Name: _____________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature: __________________________________________
    Date: _________


E-mail: ___________________________________________     Cell Phone #: __________________

Student Name: ____________________________________________________________________
Student Signature: _________________________________________________    Date: _________

The following is a list of movies we may possibly watch during the course of the year. By checking the box next to each title, you give permission for your child to watch the movie. If the box is not checked, I will assume your child is not allowed to watch that movie and they will receive an alternate assignment in lieu of the video.
A link to the IMDB.com Parental Advisory Guide follows each Movie.
· Lord of the Flies (1990 version)- Rated PG

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0100054/parentalguide
· Romeo & Juliet (1996 version)- Rated PG 13

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0117509/parentalguide
· To Kill a Mockingbird (1962 version)- Rated G

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0056592/parentalguide
· The Odyssey (1997 version)- Rated PG 13

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0118414/parentalguide
· Supplemental media viewed could range from a rating of G to PG-13

or NR (No Rating).
