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DIRECTIONS: You will have 60 minutes to plan and write an essay on the topic assigned below. Before you begin writing, read the passage carefully, break down the prompt, and plan what you will say by creating a two-column outline. Your essay should be as well organized and as carefully written as you can make it.








“Moreover, if you are restricted in your range by poverty, if you cannot buy books and newspapers, for instance, you are but confined to the most significant and vital experiences; you are compelled to deal with the material which yields the most sugar and the most starch. It is life near the bone where it is sweetest. You are defended from being a trifler. No man loses ever on a lower level by magnanimity on a higher. Superfluous wealth can buy superfluities only. Money is not required to buy one necessary of the soul.”


From “Walden“ by Henry David Thoreau
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Explain the passage above by Thoreau and discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with him. Support your position by referring to the passage and providing reasons and examples from your own experience, observations, or reading.








After completing your essay, be sure to staple it behind this page, along with your outline.


















