
SPECIFICS 

 Characters - Who are the main characters? What role do they play in the story? How do they 
change throughout the story? How does the author describes/builds the character (directly or  

      indirectly)? 
 Setting - Where and when does the story take place? What impact does this have on the 
      characters and the story? 
 Mood - What is the mood created by the author and what effect does it have on the reader? 
 Conflict - What conflicts are present in the text. What is the primary conflict? 
 Inciting Incident - What is the inciting incident that pushes the story from exposition to rising 
      action? 
 Tone - What is the author’s attitude towards the subject? How does his/her tone impact your own 

attitude towards the topic? 

COMPARISONS 

 Imagery - What impact does imagery have on creating the mood of the story? What images 
are especially strong in creating a mood or helping you visualize a scene or character? 

 Symbols - What symbols do you see and what do they represent? 
 Allusions - What allusions do you see in the text? What impact do they have on the 
     reader/story? How does the allusion help you better understand the story or theme or                     
     character? 
 Comparisons - What comparisons does the author seem to be drawing in the text? Are 

there specific metaphors or similes that stand out to you as you read?  How does the 
     comparison (simile, metaphor) help you to understand the objects being compared? 
 Historical Context - How does the text connect to McCarthyism and the Cold War era in 

the United States? What is Arthur Miller’s purpose in making this specific comparison? What 
is the role of government as it is seen both within the historical context of the play and by 
Arthur Miller? 

ORGANIZATION 

 Structure - How is the story structured (is it a series of letters, each chapter from a 
     different perspective or character, etc.)?  How does this impact your understanding of the      
     story and characters? 
 Creative Elements - Does the author use flashbacks? How does he/she create suspense? 

Does the author interpose himself into the narrative (and if so, what effect does   
     this have and why)? 
 Syntax - Are sentences/paragraphs/dialogue long or short? What impact does this have on 

the story? 

UNUSUAL & 

UNEXPECTED 

 Weirdness - What makes you think, "That's weird" or "I wonder why…" (and ask why this 
might be happening, as well as thoerize about the possible implications/impacts of this 
strangeness). 

 Strange behavior - Look for characters who suddenly behave strangely (why are they 
     acting this way and how might it impact the story). 

THEMES 

 Thematic Statements - What thematic statements do you see throughout the story?
Remember that your theme should be stated as a sentence (not as one word - this would 
be a thematic topic). 

 Resolutions - How does the resolution of the story help you to understand the theme(s) of 
the story? 

 Aha! Moments - Are there lessons that the main characters learn along the way? 
 Motifs - What motifs reoccur in the story? (Remember, motifs help explain the theme and 

occur frequently throughout the story, while symbols represent an idea and usually only 
occur once or twice) 

SCOUT Method 
The SCOUT method involves looking at various elements of a text for the purpose of analysis. 


