
 
 
 

 
 
 

The Evanescence of the American Dream 
 
 

 

One of the most alluring ,advertised ,and desire of coming to America is due to the 

miraculous “American Dream”. In the document “What is an American?” by J. Hector St. John 

de Crevecoeur, the “American Dream” is expressed as “a new social system” that would refresh 

“vegetative mould”, that will satisfy and bring opportunities for those who established America 

and the immigrants who long for a better life and who are willing to make America a productive 

and safe environment. In essay “Is the American Dream Still Possible?” by David Wallechinsky, 

the “American Dream” is explained how hardworking citizens can better their lives”. And finally 

the article “ The Right to Fail” by William Zinsser interprets the “American Dream” as the “dream 

of getting ahead”. The definition of the “American Dream” that all the essays/articles that were 

mentioned above clarify its true definition through their similarities: The American Dream is the 

form of getting ahead through hard work and receiving opportunities in reward. Of course all the 

above occurs in America. Although many still work hard to retrieve their dreams in America, the 

odds of their dreams coming true is decreasing as the years go by or to be straightforward the 

American Dream is vanishing. 

 
The authors Kesaya E. Noda, David Wallechinsky, and Claude McKay strongly state 

that the American Dream is gradually disappearing in one way or another. In Kesaya E. Noda’s 

essay “Growing Up Asian in America”,she narrates her experience of being raised in America 

even though she is racially Japanese. Noda, further in her essay, indicates the limited or the 



divided way she felt from the other unhyphenated Americans, how she felt like an alien and was 

treated like one in America due to her race.In making these comments, Noda argues that in 

being from a different race is equivalent in being an alien in America, that in being an “alien” 

she was mistreated, discouraged of looking into a bright future that may have contained her 

American Dream. Therefore, this distortion kept Noda, limited her from her American Dream. I 

completely agree with Noda. People who are of different race such as Hispanics, African 

Americans, Arabs are treated unequally from “normal” Americans. Children even adults who 

consider themselves “normal” Americans look at the various races found in America and they 

may even swear,ignore, fear these races because of historical events that previously happened 

between these countries and America. Wallechinsky, the author of “ Is The American Dream 

Still Possible?” reveals his observations on how debt is eating the “better lives” that citizens 

have benefitted from their countless effort put into work. He further highlights that the lack 

money is keeping Americans from ease and security. A man that he mentions in his essay, 

Oden,even concludes that “... the traditional American Dream? For most Americans , it’s still a 

dream--a pipe dream”(paragraph 9). In other words Oden says that the “American Dream” is a 

narrow pathway that only a few Americans of today’s society can accomplish demonstrating 

how the doors to the American Dream are gradually closing. This is true because according to 

rueters.com, there seems to be more than 500,000 homeless people today in 2016. 500,000 

plus people living in poverty living in agony and despair due to the fact that America’s economy 

is decreasing. Thus making the lives of Americans,immigrants,hyphenated Americans along the 

lines of being homeless or of lower class than they were before. This prevents them from 

achieving their Americans Dreams since all they can think of is how to make ends meet for their 

family to be healthy and safe. 



 
 
 
 
 

Finally in Claude McKay’s poem “America”, he constantly uses a negative tone toward 

the way people live in America, especially for people who differ in races than white Americans. 

McKay states “And see her might and granite wonders there...like priceless treasures sinking in 

the sand”(lines 12 and 14). “Her” in McKay’s poem is referring to Americans and how the 

priceless treasure America offers such as the “American Dream” sinks in the sand or might as 

well disappear for Americans, hyphenated Americans, and immigrants. McCay’s argument is 

that America is a vigorous tiger that takes advantage over African Americans in which McCay 

was not. This poem portrays the racism of America. In the past Americans would mistreat 

people who were African American, or of their descent. Even though McCay was from 

Jamaica, he was still mistreated by Americans because of his dark skin. Aside from America’s 

racism, McCay also mentions that America offers and creates the illusion of striving and 

accomplishing greatness even though that if one is of different race, the chance of achieving 

anything is very low. I wholeheartledly agree with McCay because as I saw the movie 

McFarland,USA ,in which is based on a true story, a youth mentions that there is no American 

Dream in McFarland. How can America always advertise how great their country is and how 

many can succeed and be awarded with riches when some parts of America are ignored and 

isolated just because of the type of people that live within it. These people, or in McFarlands 

case, immigrants are told that they will live great and prosperous lives in America, that they can 

give their children, whom will be hyphenated Americans, better lives when as they arrive and 

live reality in America, they are looked down upon, isolated in small towns to do work so that 

the “ normal” Americans can live easier lives. This is the part where the illusion or “priceless 

treasures” fades into the midst of an early morning in America. 

 
Noda, Wallechinsky, and McCay contribute and confirm the evanescence of the 

American Dream. 



 
 
 
 
 

Overall we have seen the “American Dream” advertised and achieved in the previous 

years with great facility. Although, the years have passed by and factors such as the economy 

and social difference has affected the “American Dream”. Sadly this “dream” is vanishing for 

immigrants and is being limited to American citizens who have been working, studying to live a 

good life. I believe us, as Americans of the United States who are not racist,cruel,cold-hearted 

but those who want to see America achieve and progress in a positive manner, should work 

as a team to protest in an organized way to help the financially unstable, help and stop racism 

so that we may all pursue our American Dreams as well as the generations to come. If we do 

not put an end to these inequalities, the American Dream will become an echo released into 

this bitter world. 


