
Socratic Seminar: Transcendentalism 
 

 
What is a Socratic Seminar? 
 
The goal of a Socratic Seminar is for students to help one another understand the ideas, 
issues, and values reflected in a specific text or group of texts. Students are responsible for 
facilitating a discussion around ideas in the texts rather than asserting opinions. 
 
Through a process of listening, making meaning, and finding common ground, students 
work toward shared understanding rather than trying to prove a particular argument. A 
Socratic seminar is not used for the purpose of debate, persuasion, or personal reflection, 
as the focus is on developing shared meaning of the texts and more deeply understanding 
what the authors were trying to express in the texts. 
 
The Rules: 

1. Address/Talk to the group, not the discussion leader or teacher. 
2. Take turns speaking by waiting for a pause in the discussion. No need to raise your 

hand. 
3.  Refer to the text(s) to support your ideas during the discussion. A seminar is NOT a 

test of memory; you are showing that you understand the ideas, issues, and values 
reflected in the text(s). 

4. Address the IDEA, not the PERSON. Keep it as objective as possible. 
5. Stick to the point currently under discussion by RESPONDING to the previous 

person’s statement and not moving on to a new idea. Make notes about ideas you 
want to return to if your mind is sparked in another direction. 

6. Listen carefully and show that you have listened by using academic Sentence 
starters to ask questions, make connection, summarize, clarify, etc. 

7. Ask questions if you do not understand what someone has said, or ask them to 
clarify what they said. 

8. Do not participate if you are not prepared. By contributing BS answers you are 
potentially robbing others who actually prepared of a strong assessment grade. 


