
Socratic Seminar Questions: Group A 
 

 
Directions 
 
Answer each of the questions below THOROUGHLY (about 5 sentences). You may type your responses 
directly into this document, following the format in the example below, but you will have to print them 
out and bring them to class with you on the day of seminar to submit. You may also hand write your 
responses if you wish to do so. 
 
Example/Format: 
 
1. How has Transcendentalism impacted your life? 

 
Response: Transcendentalism has helped me become more self-aware. Prior to this unit I felt like I was merely 
coasting through life, without really taking the time for self-reflection, much less taking time to change the things I 
realized I needed to change because of my time spent engaged in self-reflection. This unit has taught me about the 
importance of taking time for solitude, and how that’s really the only way we can come to discover who we truly are. 
We are so heavily influenced by things that are not reflections of who we are, yet we follow along because of societal 
pressure. I’ve made a commitment to embark on the journey to greater self-discovery by deliberately and regularly 
spending time alone in nature. 
 
Evidence: “Standing on the bare ground, —my head bathed by the blithe air, and uplifted into infinite space— all 
mean egotism vanishes. I become a transparent eyeball; I am nothing; I see all…” Nature, Emerson 

 
Questions 

 
1. Is it possible to be governed solely by individual conscience as opposed to a system of majority rule? 

Would a society governed by individual consciences  be more dangerous than a society where rules 
are agreed upon by majorities? 

2. Is “that government best which governs least?” Explain. 
3. Should  the government have the power to restrict your beliefs? Are there any beliefs or actions the 

government should be able to alter? Explain. 
4. Thoreau talks about how people become slaves to their own creations (the train, the watch, etc.). 

Does he have a point?  
5. “Man cannot do wrong, sin, or fail as long as he obeys the teaching of his soul…” Explain this belief. Is 

this too idealistic to be realistic? Do people today know themselves well enough to be governed by 
their “soul?” 

6. Do those who live a simple life live a better life? Justify your answer. 
7.  “…Always do that which you are afraid to do.” Is facing our fears and taking risks necessary in order 

to live a fulfilling life? 



8. “The purpose of life is not to be happy. It is to be useful, to be honorable, to be compassionate, to have it 
make some difference that you have lived and lived well.” Do you agree or disagree with Emerson? 
Explain your answer. 

9. Which of the six tenets of Transcendentalism are still applicable today and why? 
10. What parts of Transcendentalism do you agree with and what parts do you disagree with? 
11. How has this unit impacted you personally? 

 


