
Socratic Seminar Questions: ​Group B 
 

 
Directions 
 
Answer each of the questions below THOROUGHLY (about 5 sentences). You may type your responses 
directly into this document, following the format in the example below, but you will have to print them 
out and bring them to class with you on the day of seminar to submit. You may also hand write your 
responses if you wish to do so. 
 
Example/Format: 
 
1. How has Transcendentalism impacted your life? 

 
Response​: ​Transcendentalism has helped me become more self-aware. Prior to this unit I felt like I was merely 
coasting through life, without really taking the time for self-reflection, much less taking time to change the things I 
realized I needed to change because of my time spent engaged in self-reflection. This unit has taught me about the 
importance of taking time for solitude, and how that’s really the only way we can come to discover who we truly are. 
We are so heavily influenced by things that are not reflections of who we are, yet we follow along because of societal 
pressure. I’ve made a commitment to embark on the journey to greater self-discovery by deliberately and regularly 
spending time alone in nature. 
 
Evidence​: ​“Standing on the bare ground, —my head bathed by the blithe air, and uplifted into infinite space— all 
mean egotism vanishes. I become a transparent eyeball; I am nothing; I see all…” ​Nature​, Emerson 

 
Questions 

 
1. Who is ultimately more important: the individual, the larger community, or the governing body? 
2. How does Transcendentalism compare to anarchism and how does it contrast? 
3. Should we be forced to pay taxes for other people’s needs? Why or why not? 
4. How do material possessions affect our well-being? 
5. “Never look back unless you are planning to go that way.” Is looking back really a detriment or 

stumbling block to an individual? What would Thoreau say about the merit of learning from our past 
experiences based on this quote? 

6. Is it possible to embrace simplicity and still enjoy the modern-day luxuries of life? 
7. “It is easy in the world to live after the world’s opinion; it is easy in solitude to live after our own; but 

the great man is he who in the midst of the crowd keeps with perfect sweetness the independence of 
solitude.” What is Emerson saying in this quote? Is it possible to achieve what he is suggesting?  

8. Thoreau believed that “the mass of men lead lives of quiet desperation.” Do you think he is correct? 
Explain. 

9. How is Transcendentalism still relevant today? Does it apply even more to us now than it did 200 
years ago? How so? 



10. Do you like the Transcendentalists and their ideas? Why or why not? 
11. How has this unit impacted you personally? 


