Name: ________________________________

Period: _______
Date: _____________
Understanding Writing Prompts: Annotation, TAPS, and CV/SN Practice

Directions:  Annotate the following writing prompts, then complete TAPS and CV/SQ Lists for each one.
Prompt 1:


In "Shakespeare Never Lost a Manuscript to a Computer Crash," Theodore Roszak of CSU Hayward argues that "the computer contributes nothing essential to the life of the mind. No, not even all the information that comes gushing out of the World Wide Web . . . Am I saying that computers might actually get in the way of significant intellectual work? Yes, I am."

Drawing from your own experiences, explain whether you agree or disagree with Roszak's claim that "the computer contributes nothing essential to the life of the mind." Support your position with reasons, explanations, and examples.
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Prompt 2:


“Ours is an open, fast-moving society—equipped with cars, trains, planes—that makes it too easy for us to move away from the people and places of our past.  Not too many families live together in the same neighborhood; generally, we travel long distances in order for grandchildren and grandparents to spend time together, and often we lose track of old friends we never see again.  As a result, we tend to lack the close, supportive relationships that people in former generations enjoyed.  The advantages to living in such a highly mobile society are thus outweighed by the disadvantages.” – Perry Patetic

Explain Patetic’s argument and discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with his analysis. Support your position by referring to the passage and providing reasons and examples from your own experience, observations, or reading.  
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